Using Census to cover your community.

Ted Mellnik

Database editor, Washington Post

Most important things to remember:

· CP03
· ZCTA
· Flush left

Geographies
The summary level tree. 

Blocks and block groups are building blocks, generally not reported on their own.

Tracts are neighborhoods.

Some geographies change. 

County subs, counties, places, metros, states

Compared to what?

Keep this question in mind from the beginning, so you gather the info you need.

Time series.

To larger areas, state or national, metro

Divide into groups. 


Geographic regions. County groups. 10/16 VA swing.

Urban density groups.

2010 Census

Primary purpose is to count people, especially for redistricting.

An April 1 snapshot

Smallest geography – down to blocks.

Race / Hispanic, household relationships, housing basics

American FactFinder, census.ire.org
Go to ire.census.org. TX totals.

Table. Table numbers. Table universe.

It's easy to underestimate the contextual value of this basic data.

How many people of voting age? How many households are near the proposed development? How many neighborhood children could use a park if it were repaired?

Population estimates

Updated each year
By race / Hispanic
By components of change - Natural increase & Net migration

Population estimates | Current estimates data | Counties, Total pop | Annual components

Census PIO, alerts & news releases

Foundations & think tanks - Brookings, Pew, Annie E Casey

Other media

State Data Center

Academics & professionals  in Sociology, Urban Planning, Public Health, Public Safety

IRE's census-l 

American Community Survey

Primary purpose is to measure the changing people's social & economic characteristics.

Three versions are released every year: 1, 3 & 5 year
Census |ACS Home |

 Guidance | Handbooks | What the Media Need to Know

Data & Docs | Summary File | 


 X-Year Tech Doc



Detailed Tables




Summary Level



X-Year Table Shells

CP03
The comparison profiles are my favorite ACS product/snack food.

 --Paul Overberg, USA TODAY

Go to American Factfinder.

Geographies. Select yours, then close the Select Geo window.

Select CP03
This data can be downloaded, but it's wide (instead of tall)

