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C M S S P EC I A L R EPORT: SCH OOL S IN TUR M O I L
TODAY
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Interactive map shows all the details of
migration into and out of every county in the U.S.

Succeed
or
get out
–––––––

Ordered to boost student performance,
West Charlotte teachers struggle to comply
in a pressure-packed, hostile environment
–––––––
PART ONE OF FOUR
By Ann Doss Helms
ahelms@charlotteobserver.com

When Demetrius Phillips, a
senior at West Charlotte High,
hears Superintendent Peter
Gorman talk about purging
weak teachers from her school,
she thinks about her math class.
She says she started the year
with a teacher who couldn’t explain precalculus in words students could understand.
After September, when Gorman announced staff shakeups
at West Charlotte and three
other low-scoring high schools,
students taunted their instructor: “You’re getting fired ’cause
you can’t teach.”
The teacher quit. A string of
subs and fill-ins followed.
One man berated the students for running off their
teacher, Demetrius says. He
said he didn’t know precalculus
and if they couldn’t do the
work, “put your head down and
just go to sleep.”
Such episodes haunt the
West Charlotte community: If
substandard teachers are fired,

can Gorman find replacements
willing and able to work in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg’s most
troubled high school?
Once a showcase of academic achievement and racial diversity, West Charlotte has
been in distress for more than a
decade. Previous reforms have
failed.
More than a third of this
year’s freshmen arrived lacking
eighth-grade reading or math
skills. Most students come from
low-income homes.
Gorman says poverty doesn’t
excuse poor instruction; substandard teachers are writing
off kids who succeed in other
classes. “We’ve got to understand it’s not just ‘those kids.’ ”
Over the course of this

LAYNE BAILEY – lbailey@charlotteobserver.com

Scott McMullen, his wife, Jean, and daughter Katie (front) moved to the Charlotte region last month from Scottsville, N.Y., which is
between Rochester and Buffalo. Upstate New York’s economic problems and the Charlotte area’s healthy job climate led to the move.

A Buffalo stampede
By Leigh Dyer
Ldyer@charlotteobserver.com

On the shores of Lake Erie,
the city of Buffalo and other
communities have withered.
Two-thirds of cities and
towns in upstate New York lost
population this decade. Several
games of the region’s beloved
Buffalo Bills were blacked out
locally this season because of
unfilled seats. The local Catholic diocese is closing schools
and churches.
Since its 1950s high, Buffalo’s
population has declined by

SEE WEST CHARLOTTE|6A

INSIDE TODAY
• 6A| West Charlotte High
School boasts a proud history
• 1B| CMS teachers share
ideas on recruiting top
instructors to needy schools

Upstate N.Y. leads charge to
Charlotte region, analysis ﬁnds
more than half, to around
280,000. Meanwhile, since
2000, Charlotte has added
46,000 residents.
And now, an Observer analysis of new data from the Internal Revenue Service shows a
significant chunk of upstate
New York’s population has
moved to the Charlotte region.

The information, using address changes on tax returns,
paints a picture of the migration into and out of the Charlotte region. It shows that
Mecklenburg County is the No.
1 out-of-state destination for
people leaving Erie County,
home of Buffalo. It’s the No. 2
out-of-state destination from

Monroe County, home to
nearby Rochester.
The data also show strong
migration from upstate New
York to Union, Cabarrus, Iredell and York counties.
Most newcomers come from
elsewhere in the Carolinas.
Other areas with large numbers
of people leaving for the Charlotte region: Miami, Los Angeles, Atlanta and Chicago.
SEE MIGRATION|12A

U.S. MAP
12A| Where most Charlotte
newcomers come from.

S EN ATO R: ‘ I ’ M I N TO W I N ’ P RES I D EN CY

Will Clinton’s fame help or hurt?
By Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers

DAVIE HINSHAW – dhinshaw@charlotteobserver.com

West Charlotte teacher Dot Cromwell helps Algebra II students
prepare for an end of course review. “This calculator is your best
friend,” she said.

WASHINGTON — She’s in. Can she
win?
That’s the question facing Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York – not
to mention her Democratic Party and
the country – as she settles the much
easier question of whether she would
run for president.

Her announcement Saturday that
she is forming a presidential exploratory committee raised the question anew.
Can she use her enormous political
advantages – cash, fame and the Clinton brand – to brush aside party rivals,
win the Democratic nomination and
seize the White House as the first female president in U.S. history?
Or will she fall to fatigue over Clin-

ton scandals or fear that she’d drag the
party to defeat and succumb to Sen.
Barack Obama of Illinois or former
Sen. John Edwards of North Carolina?
For Democrats, the doubt is less
whether she should win but whether
she can.
“I’m in. And I’m in to win,” Clinton
said Saturday.
SEE RUNNING|7A

Clinton
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He took a shine to ’shine, gave it a twist

Jars of
moonshine,
some made
with raisin and
others with
peaches, sit in
a window.
Old-timers call
the
fruit-infused
liquor
“sissyshine.”

–––––––

‘Catdaddy’ liquor not
as strong as illegal kind
–––––––
By Dan Huntley
dhuntley@charlotteobserver.com

Before he moved to North
Carolina in the mid-’90s, Joseph
Michalek’s New York buddies
kidded him about coming to the

INSIDE
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DID YOU KNOW?

In 1970, the number of moonshine stills seized by the ATF was 5,228 and 86,416 gallons of moonshine; by 1994, it was down to one seized still and 506 gallons| MORE ’SHINE FACTS ON 14A

land of moonshine and Mayberry.
Within months of arriving in
Winston-Salem, he began to notice a glass jar quietly being
passed around at bluegrass festivals and race tracks.

“I’d never seen nor tasted
moonshine, but it was pretty obvious that’s what it was,” said Michalek, 38. “I was prepared for
the worst, but I sipped it and it
was delicious, much smoother
than I expected. It had a hint of

SEE CATDADDY|14A

Sports| 1C

Cloudy
Low: 30.
High: 43.
Chilly
with rain today.
Possible wintry
mix in some areas.
More rain early
Monday. 8B.

fruit in it; I’d never tasted anything quite like it.”
What Michalek tasted was a
moonshine “hybrid,” which has
grown in popularity in recent
years at barbecues and ballgames
LAYNE BAILEY - lbailey@charlotteobserver.com

World| 4A

CONFERENCE TITLE GAMES TODAY
New Orleans Saints
at
Chicago Bears

New England Patriots
at
Indianapolis Colts

3 p.m. Fox

6:30 p.m. CBS

20 U.S. troops killed
The crash of a U.S. helicopter
northeast of Baghdad along with
other violence made for one of the
deadliest days for U.S. personnel since
the war in Iraq began.
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